
The Chico Way 

 

Sure.  I have something I’ve been, that’s kind of been brewing the last couple of meetings, that um, as 

I’ve listened to voices from the floor and, and various other places. So, there’s been quite a bit of 

conversation the past few months about the Chico way, that as we make decisions about reorganization, 

about the farmers market, alcohol licenses, about budgetary decisions, about choosing vendors, that we 

follow the Chico way. But what does that mean? What is this Chico way?  

 

What I’ve observed through emails, Facebook posts, phone messages, letters to the editor, and business 

from the floor is that the very same people calling for us to follow the Chico way are the ones least 

representative of how I, as a community member, wish to represent our town. 

 

There has been a lot of false accusation; there’s been misinformation on websites that slander our 

management staff; and there have been outright refusals to engage in conversation. 

 

Is the Chico way spreading false rumors about staff who our community hired to lead us out of this 

financial crisis? Is it keeping leaders out of the loop of critical emails and failing to provide them with 

requested reports? 

 

Is the Chico way belittling and criticizing our employees before even giving them a chance? Is the Chico 

way forming an opinion on a person before actually meeting with, speaking with, and getting to know 

them?  Is the Chico way allowing other people’s fears and misinformation to inform our own opinion? 

 

Or, is the Chico way to look at what we value and allow that to guide our words and actions? My idea of 

the Chico way does not stem from being a lifelong Chico resident.  I, too, am a transplant.  So at what 

point did I gain the status of a Chicoan?  Was it after one year, five years, ten? Because I believe it was 

as soon as I started my life here, as soon as I chose Chico as my home town.   

 

One of the things that makes Chico so special is the number of activists, acting for causes to better our 

town.  It’s the peacemakers, the environmentalists, the outdoor enthusiasts, the artists, the not-for-

profits, the farmers, the focus on local, the openness to different cultures, different lifestyles, and 

different opinions. For me, the Chico way has been demonstrated by different faiths coming together to 

feed the hungry, house the homeless, and work for solutions.  

 

The Chico way is concerned citizens standing up, and standing for what they believe in, but that way has 

never in my experience included derisive, unfounded comments, hateful speech, or unproductive 

rhetoric, until now. 

 

The Chico way is to work for solution, to be a contributor to the solution; and I ask those who continue 

to tout the Chico way to ask themselves if they are contributing to the solution or if are they part of the 

problem. Am I a part of a true solution, a true representative of the Chico way?  Do my actions match 

the values I state? Am I speaking with integrity in order to create the kind of community that truly 

represents the Chico way?   

 

I think we have a long, long way to go. 
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