
Vista Unified School Dist. (1997) 973 F.Supp. 951; Baca v. Moreno Valley Unified 

School Dist. (1996) 936 F.Supp. 719.) These decisions found that prohibiting critical 

comments was a form of viewpoint discrimination, and that such a prohibition 

promoted discussion artificially geared toward praising (and maintaining) the status 

quo, thereby foreclosing meaningful public dialogue. 

In 78 Ops.Cal.Atty.Gen. 224, 230 (1995), this office opined that the body could 

prohibit a speaker from making comments that were outside the body’s jurisdiction. 

However, when applying this opinion, the body must take into account the court’s 

broad decisions as discussed above. 

2. Special Meetings 

Under the Act, the presiding officer or a majority of the body may call a special meeting.  So 

long as substantive consideration of agenda items does not occur, a majority may meet without 

providing notice to the public in order to call the meeting and prepare the agenda.  (216 Sutter 

Bay Associates v. County of Sutter (1997) 58 Cal.App.4th 860, 881-882.)  Notice of a special 

meeting must be provided 24 hours in advance of the meeting to all of the legislative body 

members and to all media outlets who have requested notification.  (§ 54956; 53 

Ops.Cal.Atty.Gen. 245, 246 (1970).) The notice also must be posted at least 24 hours prior to 

the meeting in a location freely accessible to the public.  The notice should indicate that the 

meeting is being called as a special meeting, and shall state the time, place, and business to be 

transacted at the meeting.  No other business shall be considered at the special meeting.  Notice 

is required even if the meeting is conducted in closed session, and, even if no action is taken. 

A member of the local body may waive failure to receive notice of the meeting by filing a 

written waiver prior to the meeting or by being present at the meeting. 

At every special meeting, the legislative body shall provide the public with an opportunity to 

address the body on any item described in the notice before or during consideration of that 

item.  (§ 54954.3(a).)  The special meeting notice shall describe the public’s rights to so 

comment.  (§ 54954.3(a).) 

3. Emergency Meetings 

When a majority of the legislative body determines that an emergency situation exists, it may 

call an emergency meeting.  (§ 54956.5.)  The Act defines an emergency as a crippling activity, 

work stoppage or other activity which severely impairs public health, safety or both.  (§ 

54956.5(a)(1).) Absent a dire emergency, telephonic notice must be provided to all media 

outlets that have requested that they receive notice of any special meetings called pursuant to 

section 54956 at least one hour prior to the meeting.  (§ 54956.5(b).) In the case of a dire 

emergency, notice need only be provided at or near the time that notice is provided to the 

members of the body.  (§ 54956.5(b).)  A dire emergency is a crippling disaster, mass 

destruction, terrorist act, or threatened terrorist activity that poses peril so immediate and 
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