
August 26, 2013 

 

 
Dear Mayor and Council: 

 

I listened with fascination to Councilmember Ritter opine on “The Chico Way” at the August 20 

Chico City Council meeting. As a former City staffer, I say, "Welcome to our world."  City staff and 

elected officials have been the object of name calling and vitriolic speech from both sides of the 

political aisle since long before I joined the team a decade ago. That comes with the job of a public 

servant; you would do yourself a favor by toughening up and getting used to it. 

 

And in response I would ask, is it the new Chico way for a Councilmember to chastise members of 

the community for how they choose to express their displeasure and disagreement with their 

government?  As a private citizen, a Councilmember has the same rights as all of us; however, from 

the dais it is an abuse of power to attempt to stifle dissent simply because you personally would not 

behave in a certain manner. The public has a right to criticize the government. 

 

Is it the new Chico way for the Mayor to wait until after a speaker has left the podium and then make 

a snide remark to which there is no opportunity to respond?  Is that the new Chico way for the 

Council to tell "its side" of the story? 

 

Is it the new Chico way to withhold communications from the public and instead provide a non-

responsive diatribe from the city manager?  Is it the new Chico way for Council to speculate on the 

motives of those who correspond with them and openly suggest they are attempting to 

sabotage Council's agenda?  For that matter, is it the new Chico way for Council to carry forward an 

agenda that can be sabotaged by asking for truthful answers to salient questions? 

 

Is it the new Chico way to thank dedicated public servants who have devoted nearly half their lives in 

service to this community with a bootprint and a slamming door, with nary a fare-thee-well nor a 

press release, much less a Council proclamation and a celebration of their hard work and 

contributions toward making Chico such a special place to live? 

 

Is it the new Chico way to support a city manager who so grievously defamed a former department 

head to a group of citizens that he was compelled to write a formal retraction letter to them? Is it the 

new Chico way to engage in the politics of personal destruction, attempting to ruin careers by 

pointing fingers at former staff that should be pointed at prior Councils for their reckless spending?   

 

Is it the new Chico way to support a city manager who rewards his favored yes men with exorbitant 

salaries while treating those less favored with open contempt and derision, a city manager who 

orchestrated and oversaw a flagrant end-run around the Municipal Code and its adopted personnel 

policies that made staffing reductions about personalities, not positions?  (I can only hope this 

Council is ignorant of, rather than complicit in, the details of how that took place.) 

 

This Council should closely re-examine its role in governing the community and limit itself to 

thoughtful consideration of communication from the public, in whatever form it takes, and be 

thankful we are living in a time when a community’s outrage is not expressed by angry mobs bearing 

pitchforks and torches. 

 

Mary Fitch 

 
“During times of universal deceit, telling the truth becomes a revolutionary act.” George Orwell 


